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THE UNSUAL WORK OF JEAN-MICHEL COULON

Jean-Michel Coulon (1920-2014), a painter from the Deuxième Ecole de
Paris, was an unusual artist. He spent most of his life painting in the secrecy of
his studio, allowing no one to break the mystery of his work. At his death, his
daughter discovered an unknown series of abstract works, both oil paintings
and collages. The beginning of his career, however, was more than
promising: identified by Picasso, he participated in a group exhibition at the
well-known Jeanne Bucher Gallery in Paris with famous painters such as
Braque, Picasso, Klee, Lurçat, Lanskoy, Staël, Vieira da Silva, Kandinsky. The
following year, Jeanne Bucher offers him a personal exhibition which brings in
major art players. This success in Paris leads him to the Janis Gallery in New
York where his painting is shown among that of other painters of the Ecole de
Paris. Although he is recognized by his peers, he declines all exhibit proposals
and progressively isolates himself to the point of rarely allowing anyone to
see his painting. The Maison des Arts de Châtillon, happy and anxious to
unveil this unusual artist, displays about fifty works from the 1940’s to the
1990’s. The exhibition reveals his strength of abstraction, his geometric style,
the density and the brightness of the material applied using a knife to mold
paint thickness. These paintings follow the pattern of checks, such as mosaics
or irregular compartments, reminiscent of stained glass, multi-colored flower
floors or fields seen from the sky. These painted compartments could have a
relation with those of artists of his generation, for example Klee or Nicolas de
Staël. The subtleties of colors reflect the artist’s outside world, filtered by his
own experience, his trips to New York and Italy, sometimes in cold colors,
sometimes in warm ones, always bright.

